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THE INTR ODVCTION. : 


Late worthy Clergyman of Do nau, 
whoſe knowledge and critical ſkill in the 
Hebrew, I ſufficiently experienced, gave me an 
extraordinary idea of the great ſublimiry and 
peculiar beauties of ſtile exhibited in the original 


5 ſcriptures, which are in many places wrong 
| 
4 


tranſlated, or greatly debaſed iy a puerility 
and incorrectneſs of expreſſign i in our r Engliſh 


| | Verſions. | 
Wr tranſlated in concert, the books of Job; 

| Eccleſiaſtes, Proverbs, and Lamentations, into 

| Engliſh verſe; and in the courſe of that employ- 

b ment, I could not but admire his remarkable 
{ facility in reſtoring the connection, here loſt, 
| or doubtful; and more efpecially in making our 

; the ſenſe, and, reſtoring the context of that can- 
bp feſſedly difficult Poem, the Book of. Job.— 
| This happy talent he acquired in conſeqence 
of his extenfive knowledge in Chronology, 
Hiſtory, Philoſophy, aud conſtant attention to 
=: the 
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iv INTRODUCTION. 


the time and place in which it might have been 


written, with the local circumſtances and allu- 


ſions to the cuſtoms of its ſuppoſed writer, and 
the ſpeakers, in that ſublime oriental Drama. 


Ir would take up too much room in this pre- 
face, to point out the numerous inſtances of his 


having reſtored the ſenſe where onr Engliſh ver- 


ſion is falſe and unconnected. I ſhall however, 
preſent the reader with one quotation, conſiſt- 
ing of 16 verſes, beginning at the 19th of the 


xxvii th chapter, and ending at the 12th of the 


xxviii. from which it will appear, that the ſenſe 
of this whole paſlage is totally loſt among all 
the learned commentators ; and in our Bible 
it is downright nonſenſe:. while in the original 
language, it is the moſt ſtriking poetical deſcrip- 
tion extant, of a rich man ſnatched away with 
his poſſeſſions by a hurricane, an earthquake 
and fiery eruption, with all their ſucceſſive and 
concomitant dire effects. 


Bork the learned and Engliſh reader may 
judge what weight lies in theſe aſſertions, by 


| - the following ſpecimen in three languages of the 


| fame paſſage: The Engliſh reader taking no- 
tice, that the words printed in Italic from our 
Bible, 
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Bible, are not in the original, being ſupplied by 
the tranſlators to expreſs what they ſuppoſed 
the ſenſe, and in ſome meaſure, render it agree- 
ble to the idiom of their own language. 
ANoTHER hint I would give the reader, That 
the original poem is in metre, of which he may 
be convinced by an inſpection of the ſpecimen 
printed in Italics. That there are a number of 
Hebraiſms in this quotation, ſome of which are 
too bold for an Engliſh verſion, and therefore 
they are ſoftened in the expreſſion, but the ſenſe 
attended to, and the meaning, which is generally 
confined to two ſententious lines, is rendered in 
an Engliſh couplet; ſo that a line of Engliſh 
anſwers to one of Hebrew, much in the ſame 


manner as Schultens? Latin tranſlation here in- 


troduced, by which a tolerable acquaintance 
with that language will enable every one to 


point out the Hebraiſms, and form a judgment of 
the performance. 


% 
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JO BI. Cap. xxvii. 


e9 Dives cubabir, ſed nihil colliget: 
| Oculos ſuos aperit, & nullus eſt, 


- * : 
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Noctu furatur eum 6 radens. 


* 


21 Tollet e eum m Eurus, &. thee > n . - — 
Et tempeſtare æſtuante auferer cum. e loco 


22 Et i myictet fe in eum, neque parcet: 8 
SA violentia ejus WEIS 5 » | 
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Et fibilabit nk ipſum e leg fe 1 
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I i Frofecto eſt arg gento ſearebra 3, 
1 Et patria auro, quod conflant. 


2 Ferrum e pulvere eruitur; 
Et lapis fuſilis, xs. 


3 Fmem poſuit horridz caliginiz; P[veſtigans, 
Ft ad exactiſſimam uſque rationem ipſe per- 
Lapidem horridæ caliginis & umbræ mortis. 


4 Rumpit 


23 Complodet quiſq; . n in 1 
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INTRODUCTION 


JO BT Car. ii. 


19 ha ſir jiſhcab, ve-lo je. ſap : 


en- av pakach, ve-en-ennu, 


20 t6fpig-ehu* cam-majim, baltahat; 


lazlah genabatt-y-supah. 01.4 71 


21 jiſſa-chu kadim, ve-yelar: 
U-iſayar-ehu mim-mekom-0-: ,. 


22 ve-jaſblec yal. av, we-lo jachmol- 


mij-jad-o barech jibrach. 


23 jiſhpoc yale-mo cappe- mo ; 
_ ve-jiſhrok yal. au mim melom. d. 


10 BT Car xxviii. 
ci jeſh lac-cesep moxa; 
u-makom la- æabab, jazokku. 
tarzel Me-yapar jukkach; 
v-eben jazuk, nechuſhah. 


kez ſham la- choſbec; 
&-le-col taclit hu choker 


ben opel. ve-xalmavet. 


* * * 
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INTRODUCTION: 

4 Rumpit ale vum decum pede montis ; 
Illi vero, oblivioni traditi a pede, 
Extenuantur præ homine, vagantur. 


5 E terra exit panis ; | 
Et quod ſub ea verſum tanquam igne. 


6 Locus Sapphiri lapides ejus: 


Et glebæ auri ſunt ipſi. 


7 Viam hanc nulla novit volucris; ſſtrinxit. 


Eamque ne oculos quidem accipitris per- 


8 Non calcarunt eam feræ animoſiſſimz 2 
Non ſuperbius ſe intulit ſuper eam Leo. 


9 In glaberrimum filicem mittit manum ſuam; 
Subvertit a radice montes. 


10 In petris rivos diffundit: 


Et omne petrioſum vidit oculos ejus. 


11 A fletu flumina religat; [lacem. 


Et obſignatiſſimum quodque expromit in 
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INTRODUCTION. 
4 paraz nachal me-yim gar; 
han-niſh cachim minni regel, 
dallu me- enaſb, nayi. 


ix 


5 erez mimm-ennah jeze lichem 
ve-tachte-ha, nehpac cemo-eſh. f 
6 mthom sappir abane-ha 33 umz in 
ve-yaparot zd bab l... 54 
7 nãtib lo jadey- o adit; | LETT 34-10 d ſ | 
) ve-lo ſhezapatt-u'yen ajjah. 


8 lo hidricu-bu bene ſtdchaz = 
55 la yadah yal. av ſhachdl. ee, 5 
9 ba .challamiſh <> a ö * to) | : 
1:5 hapac miſh ſhareſh e Cui 


10 b&z-zurot jeorim bikkey ; 
ve-col jekar raatah yen-0. 


#7 —y F 


IL mib-beci nebarot chibbeſh : 
ve-taylumah jozi” or. 


B 


N. B. Read the ſecond word in the 6r{t line of the op- 
poſite page, alv-um, and in line the third from the bot - 
tom, for petrieſum, read pretioſum. 


* INTRODUCTION, 
19 The rich man ſhall lie down, bat he ſhall not 
be gathered; he openeth his eyes and he 7s 
not. 


£0 Terrors take hold on him as waters, a tem- 
veſt ſtealeth him away in the night. 


21 The eaſt wind carryeth him away, and he 
 departeth: and as a ſtorm hurleth him out 
of his place. 


22 For God ſhall caſt upon him, and not 3 
he would fain flee out of his hand. PE 


23 Men ſhall clap is bends at him, and hall 1 | 
* hiſs him out of his place. 4 


JOB. Cnar. xxviii, 
: Surely, there is a vein for the filyer, and a is 


| * for gold where they fine it. 


2 Iron is taken out of the earth, and braſs iv 
molten ont of the ſtone. 


3 He 
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J O B. Char. xxvil. 


19 The rich man on his conch, no reſt enjoys, 
His wealth no mare ſalutes his op'ning eyes; 


20 Terrors, like ſudden floods, his ſoul affright, 
Stript of his all, by whirl-winds of the night. 


| 21 Impetuous ea/t-winds, lift him from his place, 
With /ightning end, in thunder's rude 
embrace. 1 


22 As, on the prey, it ſprings and holds him faſt, 
He flying ſtrives to ſhun the horrid b laſt! 


23 Butlouder yet, it ſhall the claps repeat; 
And hiſſing hideous, hurl him from his ſegt. 
J O B. Cray. xxvili. 


1 The ſilver mine ſhall ſurely then appear, 
And where, the gold from droſs, refiners 


clear; 


2 From earth its force caſts up the ir'ny maſs, 
And ſuſes in its courſe the one of braſs: 


3 Now 


xii INTRODUCTION. 


3 He ſetteth an end to darkneſs, and ſearcheth 
out all perfection: the ſtones of darkneſs, 
and the ſhadow of death, 


4 The flood breaketh out from the inhabitant ; 
| even the water forgotten of the foot: they 
0 are dried up, they are gone away from men. 


i 5 As for the earth, out of it cometh bread: 
and under it is turned up as it were fire. 


6 The ſtones of it are the place of e : 
and it hath duſt of gold. 


7 There is a path which no fowl 1 Weed and 
which the vulture's eye | hath not ſeen, 


3 The lion's whelps have not troden it, nor 
the fierce lion paſſed by it. . 
9 He putteth forth his hand upon the rock; he 
overturneth the mountains by the roots. 


10 He cutteth out rivers among the rocks, and 
his eye ſeeth every precious thing. 


11 He bindeth the floods from overflowing, and 
the thing that 1 is hid, bringeth he forth te 
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3 Now vivid flaſhes put an end ro night, 
And nothing can eſcape the ſearching light; 
Stones dark'ning Heav'n, now deal deſtruc- 
_ © tion wide, 


| 4 And floods burſt out where lofty hills ſubſide. 
| Roads ſink, which late the fugitives had paſt; 
Cut off from men, they range the deſarts vaſt! 


5 Their fields, no more producing corn for 
bread, 
Are with a 3 torrent overſpread; 
6 Like gleaming ſapphire glows the molten 
maſs, | 
Like gold its ſurface ſhines, calcin'd to glaſs ; 
7 No birds advent'rous wing their paſſage o'er, 
Nor eagle's ſharp-ſet eyes, its breadth 
explore. | 
3 Bea/ts, the maſt ſavage, der it dare not walk, 
Nor the proud {on on its furface ſtalk ; 
9 It takes poſſeſſion of the flinty caves, 
And from its root, the lofry mountain heaves; 


10 It ſcoops new channels thro? the ſolid rocks, 
And all the precious treaſures there, unlocks, 


11 Choaks up the beds of rivers, ſeals their urns, 
And earth's deep centre to the ſurface turns. 


xir INTRODUCTION, 


Tuis ſpecimen of the performance is indeed 
recovered from memory, on a view of the paſ- 
ſage in Dr. Gzev's Job, with ScuuLTEN's Latin 
verſion, becauſe I have not the means of inſpect- 
ing the only copy of our verſion exiſting, which, 


on the death of my friend, (as I am informed) 


fell into the hands of Mr TroMas Dzru, of 
MoRTLAKE, i in SURRY. 


Tre following poem was firſt JOE) at the 
deſire, and under the direction of the fame per- 


ſon, and recovered in like manner, from memory: 


= Therefore, I entreat the reader to make due 


allowances for my ſituation in this reſpect, and 
deal candidly in correcting miſtakes, ſhould apy 
eſcape me 90 this occaſion. 


Tris learned Critic obſerved, that the words, 


6 Beroſhith bara Elohim et haſbamim ve et ha 
eretx, might be literally rendered“ God cre- 
ated out of or by BEGININGS, the heavens and the 
earth. For Roſh is the radical word, ſignifying 
| @ beginning, head, or firſt principle: Be, the præ- 
fix, is the ſſgn of the ablative caſe, and ith, the 
fign of the plural number ; ſo that by this ſingle 
word (the firſt in the Bible) Moses has laid down 


the firſt . of Six Isaac NEwTrox's 
phi- 


N 
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philoſophy, plainly intimating that God, by 


creating the centers of gravity, as points or be- 


ginnings of motion and attraction, did inſtantly 


ſtrike out of the tohu vabohu (or formleſs void) 
the firſt rudiments of this grand ſyſtem; his 
ſucceſſive account of creation, being only a 
deſcription of the gradual operation of thoſe firſt 
principles in forming the planetary bodies with 
their atmoſpheres; and extending them to that 
utmoſt range of their activity, where their 
ſpheres mutually repel each other. 


. Tas very ingenious and ſimple theory, effec- 
tually removed the only difficulty T had con- 
ceived of reconciling Moss with Six 'I8aac' 
Nxwrox. For ſappoſing the central point of 
gravitation to have exiſted at the inſtant when 
Gop commanded light; it might well take up 
that ſpace of time aſſigned by Maszs, before 
the particles of light could be diſentangled from 
the univerſal chaos, fo as to be attracted into a 
maſs, and kindled by their motion into that body 
which forms our ſun; and that furrounding ra- 
diance which conſtitutes its atmoſphere. = 


IT may farther be obſerved, that gravitation is 
not aſcribed by Sia Isaac, either to the ſun's 
heat 


INTRODUCTION. 
heat or light, but to ſomething very ſubtil, pro- 
bably electric matter : the properties and phœ- 
nomena of which fluid were not well known in 
his time for want of experiments. But ſuppo- 
ſing Mosts to have fpoken apparently, rather 
than philoſophically, (a thing frequent with 
him and the other ſacred writers) experience 
may convince us, that it, would at Jeaſt take up 
the time in queſtion before the ſun could diſ- 
perſe ſuch a denſe atmoſphere as would be 
formed from the new-drained earth, and ſhine 
out in retulgence, as the regent of day. 


XVi 


Fox theſe reaſons I have repreſenred the ſun as 
firſt appearing, rather than created on the fourth 
day; and ſhall only add, that the following poem 
conſiſts of an exordium; invocation, and deſcrip- 
tive view of the Creation, heightened by alluſions 
to the ſpeech of wiſdom, in Prov. ch. viii. with 
other ſublime paſſages in Job and the Pſalms 
applicable to this ſubject.— I cannot conclude. 
without thankfully acknowledging, the great en- 
couragement I have had, to publiſh this little 
performance, in a place where my ſhort reſi- 
dence, and flight acquaintance, gave me little 
reaſon, and conſequently lefs right to expect it, 
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Aughters of harmony begin the ſtrain, 
Like Amzan's ſon, we leave the humble 
plwain; | 
Who ofer the defart, mufing, led his ſheep, 
Skirting the hill to HoreB's rocky ſteep; 
There, whence I AM! his wond'rous name pro- 
claim'd, * 
He ſaw the buſh which unconſuming flam'd : 
From hence infpir'd, the hallow'dflame he caughr, 
And ſung Creation out of chaos brought, | 


Fin'p with his ſacred theme, the ſapient king, 
In praiſe of W1sDom, pluck'd a ſeraph's wing. 
The ſtrain to LeBanon was echoed loud, 

Her ſtately Cedars gratulating bow'd; 

His ſpicy groves exhal'd more rich perfumes, 
From Nard, ſweet Cinnamon, and od'rous gums. 
New flow'rs in the ſurrounding defarts fprung, ' 
And CarmEL's top bloom'd freſher while he ſung, 
C | | Ts 


7 CREATION. 
Jo twine ſuch wreaths! a ſimple ſwain may bluſh i 
Uiitaught from Heav'h—O thou, who from the 
_ buſh, 
Waſt heard of old —and in ſucceeding days, 
From liſping infants tongues didſt perfect praiſe: 
Grant me from truths clear ſtream, a copious 
draught, 
| And give fir ut rance to the lab'ring thought. 


Wiso, coeval with the great FIRST cavus?, 
From his pure eſſence her exiſtence draws 2 

Prior to Nature and Creation's birth, 
Before the won p from cxaos called this earth; 

Or &er the Six Ir from ſuch atoms crude, 
Had hatch'd the living forms a num'rous brood. 
Then ofer the rude abyſs of waters vaſt, 

Winds rag*d, and NI her fable mantle caſt! 
But order roſe, where wispou ſtretch'd the line, 
Pleas'd with the ſketches of her grand deſign, 
Gop ſ. ſaid, Let there be light, and it was 

Light,” | 

The morniug Stars exulting at the ſight; 

Her riſe, in heay'nly ſtrains ſymphonious ſung, 
And hail'd the op*ning eaſt, whence firſt ſhe 

ſprung! 
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New urg'd by for* reign pow'r on WISDOM 's 
plan, | 
Obedient atoms into ſyſtems ran; 
Earth, rounded to an orb, the r1aT flung, 
To where ſhe turns, ſelf. poiz'd as ſoon as hung. 
Forth ruſh'd, with 'new-fledg'd wings, elaſtic air, 


Claſp'd round the globe, and form'd an atmoſ- 


phere; 
Higher the particles of light diſpatch/d, 


In Heav'ns blue arch th* ætherial ſparkle carch'd; : 


Where ſtars in either hemiſphere thick ſown, ; 
Spangle throughout th” ecliptic's ample zone. 
Hence, lightnings caſt by the OMNIPOTENT, , , 
Cleave in their courſe the chryſtal firmament; 
Where, over head, the big-ſwoln cloud divides, 


When on the winged winds, he Yards rides. 


AGAIN, the word of DEITY was heard, 


The floods retreated, and dry land appear'd; 
High roſe the hills, as low the vales depreſs d, 


Form thoſe capacious beds where waters reſt; 


While burſting ſprings ruſh dowp the hopes to 


find, 
Thoſe channels, WISDOM had for each aſſign'd; 


Then join their ſtreams, and born with rapid = 


To octan's lap—compleat their deftin?d courſe. 


ONWARD | 


| 
| 
0 
| 
| 
| 
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"2 CREATION, 
ONwaARD creative energy proceeds, 
While herbs and trees ſpring up, producing ſeed®» 
Theſe, in the virgin foil, take inſtant root, 
And to its ſurface puſh each vig'rous ſhoot: 


The fruits mature with pullulating fap, 
Drop to the earth, and ſwell her foſt'ring lap; 


Where what ſeems uſeleſs, rotting on the plain, 


Fattens the glebe, and vegetates again; 
Till herbs and trees at Gop's command encreas'd, 
Furniſh ſufficient food 2 man and beaſt. 


War thrice the evening roſe, and morning 
ſprung, 
And thrice the morning ſtars, Hofannah ſang ; 


- 


IThro' hazy miſts the fun broke forth full-orb'd, 


Warm'd the cold ſoil, and vapours damp abſorb'd; 
His rays reſplendant, lent the moon her light, 
Sole regent he, of day, ſhe, queen of night. 
Around the earth ſhe wheels - both round the ſun 
In mazes regular their courſes run: 25 
Theſe, wispou Mala Renee . WoRD 
decreed. | 
Their ſtated revolutions ſhould proceed. 


Acary, the energetic WORD reſounds, 


Hcard to the ocean” s moſt extended bounds ; ; 
Inſtant 


CREATION. 21 


Inſtant with quick' ning life, the waters teem, 

Part feather'd, wing the ſky, or dive the ſtream; 

Where finny ſhoals their native waters keep, 

And huge ſea-monſters wallow in the deep : 

Both kinds increaſ*d at God's all powerful word, 
With fowls the air, with fiſh che floods were ſror'd; 


Cir a his word, produces living forms, 
Beaſts, beetles, caterpillars, ſnakes, and worms: 
Theſe, pierce the earth, while thoſe their ſpecies 

change, 4 
Take filmy wings, and o'er the meadows range. 
Ofbeaſts, ſome dig the trench, or range the wood, 
Some browze the herb, or chew the ſav'ry cud. © 
By inſtin& taught, their nouriſhment to find, 
Avoid their foes, and multiply their kind; 

Some for domeſtic ufe are tam'd with eaſe; 

On theſe for food, the growling ſavage preys; 
Furniſh'd with nails to tear, and fangs to bite, 
They ſnuff the carnage, and in blood delight; 
But ſtretch'd in reeds along the ſedgy ore, 
The alligator fierce, contemns their roar: 
Of bulk enormous, and with fiend-like claws, - 
Teeth, terrible in rows, beſet his jaws, 

Fenc'd round with ſcales aſtoniſhing to ſee, 
Dreadful, when angry, muſt his maker be. 
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Taz fixth day now wheel'd on her noon-tide 
hour, 

When wisbou ſummons up each latent power; ; 
Refoly*d to frame her image at full length, 
Woh beauty's line uniting grace and ſtrength. 
Clay-buwlt the figure, byt of form erect, 
To govern all, and claim from brutes reſpect; 
Manly the features, yet as virgins fair, 
So VIRTUE looks—not looſe, nor too fevers; 
Nat active yet, for life was uninfus*d, 
Nor genial warmth was thro? the maſs diffuſs'd; 
But every curious avenue of fenſe, 
Stood as in act, to catch intelligence: p 
Nor long ſiood thus—for lo! the ſpirit Pong | 
God bfcath'd it—kindling up the vital frame, | 
Erect he ſtood, and with uplifted eyes! | 
Calbd himſelf man! and hail'd his kindred ſkies! | 
Diftinguiſh'd every creature by its kind, 
Their names, their organs, and the uſe deſign'd ; 
With knowledge fraught to find out every art, 
Endu' d with ſpeech that knowledge to impart ; 
Hence, Conversat10N's intellectual feaſt, 
| Which no inferior animal can taſte. 
| Improvements hence, characterize mankind, 
| Progrefliye ſtill While inſtinct lags behind; 
| | Yet man o'er heaſts, with reaſon dignified, ' 
WH Muft for himſelf, and them, alike provide, 
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For cattle, as himſelf, the ſhed he rears; 
And tends the flock whoſe woolly fleece he weise 
His taſk, the ſtubborn ſoil to cultivate, 
And earn his daily morſe], bath'd in ſweat; - 
Seed-time and harveſt, duly to 6bferve,, 
And ſummer fruits for winter's ſtore preſerve: 
The greater thus ſubſervient to the leſs, 
Proclaims the Dxrrx's ſtrict rightcouſneſs. 


His wolibnd works thus finiſh'd, Gop ſurs , 
vey'd, 

While the ſixth evening brought © on twilight has 
Then, what his pow'r produc'd, his goodneſs Lick, 
Zolac'd with wispom on the ſeventh days reſi. 
But tun'd to harmony, revolving ſpheres, 
In mazy dance lead on the new-born years; 8 
This globe terrene, the heav'nly meaſure joins, 
Puſh'd in her courſe, obliquely thro” the fip gnsz 
And to the ſun preſents each frozen pole, 
Before ſhe can attain the annual 929], * 
The change of climates hence, in every. zohe, 
Where each extreme Is from its contraſt knows, . | 
Hence, day and night, in either hemiſphere, * 
Lenothen and ſhorten thro” the varying year. | 
Mean while, the ſeaſons in their turns advance, 
And riux's true index; marks the meaſur' A dance; 
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| Till wispon's ſeęret purpoſe is reveal'd, 
And ev'ry art found out which lies conceal'd: 
Then, as from ox k, whoſe eſſence is to be, 
This ſyſtem came, and ev'ry thing we ſee: 

To oNE again, ſhall every being tend, 
When Gop is all in all, and time ſhall end. 
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